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foolish for anybody in this age to even think oftapas. Neither
argument nor entreaties could change the attitude of Bhima
Sastri. He returned home. Ganapati was engaged in tapas
for fortyfive days there but did not feel like continuing it.

Meanwhile, Venkata Sastri received a letter from his
elders asking him and Ganapati to return home. So, Venkata
Sastri was corresponding with his people! Ganapati stopped
Japa and both of them started for their village. They travelled
by train up to Sigadam from where they had to walk to
KaluvarayL Ganapati did not like to return home. He desired
to visit Kasi. So he parted company with Venkata Sastri and
by night he reached a village called Ramachandrapuram
Agraharm.

It was a holy day, Ksheerabdhi Dwadasi (17-10-1896).
Somone invited Ganapati for a feast and also presented him
with two annas as Dakshina. Ganapati purchased a ticket
upto Dusi. In Dusi, he met one who was known for his
charitable disposition, particularly towards pilgirms. This
man asked Ganapati to read upto Shantiparva (Mahabharatha)
for him and he was*so pleased with Ganapati's sweet voice
and interpretation, that he presented him with six rupees.
Ganapati then travelled upto Tekkali where he arrived late in
the evening. He look tood in a house and after dinner was
resting on the pial. Two more pilgrims came to the same pial
for resting. They had a pack of cards with them and they
asked Ganapati to join them in a game. While play was on,
some more persons came there along with an old astrologer.
The master of the house, Ramadas Pantulu had returned home
by then. All of them were discussing some horoscopes. The
old astrologer was glibly giving out predictions. Ganapati,
though playing cards, was listening to the discussions with
the astrologer and at a particular stage, he interfered and told
Ramadas Pantulu that the old astrologer did not appear to be
conversant with the science of astrology. The astrologer,
annoyed at this remark, threw the horoscopes in front of
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